CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
mission of science, was the means by which chemistry was first transplanted into Europe.
That men actuated by such motives as the croisaders were, who, with the symbols of peace in one hand, and a reeking sword in the other, marked their footsteps with the blood of women and children; who had left their peaceful habitations, their wives, their children and all the joys of domestic happiness, to enforce by the sword the truth of a religion whose basis is charity, and to wrest from the hands of the infidels, in another quarter of the world, a barren tract of land almost unfit for the habitation of man, because it was the birthplace of their religion; that these men should be the disseminators of science is a paradox in the history of the human mind that at first view appears inexplicable. But the difficulty vanishes when we recollect that, happily for the cause of science, the chemistry of the Arabians was deeply tinged with alchemical notions.*
The croisaders, who were blind to the charms of science, were far from being so to those of gold. As soon, therefore, as chance threw in their way pretenders to the art of converting the metals, their avarice was roused, and for the sake of the promised wealth they condescended to study chemistry. After the defeat of this immense army, many, who had set off with a design of converting the infidels to Christianity by means of the sword, returned to endeavor to convert all the metals into gold by means of their newly acquired chemical agents.
Europe soon swarmed with people in search of the agent, by means of which the baser metals were to be converted into gold and silver, and to which they had given the name of the Philosopher's stone. All classes of people were seized with the mania. The indigent man, who was instigated to study by the hopes of acquiring wealth, but who for want of money to commence his operations was unable
* See note A at the end.
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